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satisfied Spain with a sphere of influence in northern
Morocco. He assumed that he could now proceed leisurely
to the "pacific penetration" of the rest of the Sherifian.
Empire without paying any attention to the natural claims
of Germany. He believed that France at last had risen to
such a strong diplomatic position, with Russia as an ally
and England as a friend, that she could risk ignoring the
country which had seized Alsace-Lorraine and long dom-
inated Europe.119 In this he was mistaken. He was griev-
ously mistaken* As a French critic has well said, "With
incredible blindness the Government took precautions with
everybody, except the only one of its neighbors whom it
had serious cause io fear" 12° And as Mr. Gooch has justly
pointed out, "It is regrettable that the British Cabinet did
not perceive—or at any rate did not help France to per-
ceive—the wisdom of securing German consent by a sola-
tium. Though the Secret Treaties of 1904 reserved no
share for Great Britain in the contingent partition of Mo-
rocco, and though it has been argued that it was reasonable
for the contracting parties to make alternative arrange-
ments in the event of Morocco collapsing from internal
weakness, our share in the transaction which suggested
double-dealing involves the British Government in partial
responsibility for the crises of 1905 and 1911," m
THE MOROCCO CRISIS OF 1905
It is commonly believed in France and England that the
Kaiser's spectacular visit to Tangier on March 31, 1905,
followed by Delcasse's fall on June 6, were the results
of a German effort, by a threat of force, at a moment when
France's ally lay prostrate in the Far East, to test or break
up the newly formed Entente Cordiale and separate Eng-
n*Tardieu» France and tka Attiance*, pp. 178-182.
*30K« Millet, Notre Politique exttriewe, p. 221
*** Gooch, Cambridge History of British Foreign PoKcy, HI, 840

